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The conference’s objective was also to deal with

The sixth panel on Transitional Justice policies had

Transitional Justice in situations that have

three speakers that were chaired by Dr. Marian

completed their transitions. Under the chair of Prof.

Yankson-Mensah. Dr. Prosper Maguchu presented

Dr. Gerhard Werle, professor of law at Humboldt-

a comparative study of the African Union

Universität zu Berlin, Dr. Windell Nortje,

Transitional Justice Policy, 2019 and the European

international criminal law scholar at the University

Union

of the Western Cape, South Africa, and Dr. Marian

Transitional Justice, 2015. Maguchu made a

Mensah-Yankson, project officer at International

comparison of the two policy frameworks based on

Nuremberg

Germany,

their basic principles, elements of Transitional

discussed the cases of South Africa and Ghana.

Justice mechanisms they envisage, and the means

Nortje underlined the challenges in dealing with the

of implementation. Maguchu contended that any

past faced in South Africa, a country that had

reasonable comparative study of the two policy

experienced a real transition by using different

frameworks needed to be situated in the policies’

transitional justice mechanisms such as amnesty,

own contexts. Donnet Rose Odhiambo, advocate of

prosecution

and a truth and reconciliation

the High Court of Kenya, presented her paper on

commission. The discussion focused on the issue

“The Enigma of Transitional Justice in Africa:

of how far crimes committed centuries ago may

Accessing the AU’s Commitment to Promote

cause problems for prosecution. Mensah-Yankson

Accountability, Achieve Sustainable Peace and

held a speech on Ghana’s transition process with a

Foster Reconciliation.” Odhiambo discerns a

focus on the redrafting of the Constitution in 1992

growing regionalisation of Transitional Justice in

and its impact on the National Reconciliation

Africa which is championed by the African Union.

Commission,

Central to Odhiambo’s presentation is the

Principles

Academy,

prosecutions,

reparations,

and

Policy

to

participants of the conference, the disadvantages of

Communities (RECs) in Africa should include and

including Transitional Justice provisions in the

incorporate Transitional Justice mechanisms in

constitution. She discussed the nature of Ghana’s

their mandates as they are in a better position to

transition

public

achieve stability and accountability of the African

consultations and the role of political opposition

states compared to the African Union. Dr. Juliet

forces. Mensah-Yankson concluded that even

Okoth, former lecturer at the University of Nairobi

though transitional justice and constitutionalism

and visiting professional at Basel University

are

justice

Faculty of Law in Switzerland, held the third

mechanisms can be designed and used as part of the

presentation on “An Overview of the African

constitutional development progress.

Union Transitional Justice Policy Framework with

separate

processes,

regard

to

transitional

Regional

Support

argument

with

the

on

amnesties and discussed, together with the

process

that

Framework

Economic

Focus on the Criminal Justice Initiatives”. Okoth
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scrutinized the basic features of the criminal justice
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In conclusion, the conference underscores the
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applicability of Transitional Justice mechanisms in

Commission. She focused on the investigation of
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economic crimes. Ngachi examined the objective
of the Kenyan commission to investigate economic
crimes and the relationship between transitional
justice and human rights. The panel was
complemented by Nicksoni Filbert, Tanzania, and
Victoria Olayide Ojo, Nigeria, who are researchers
at the African-German Research Network for
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